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Tuurspay, April the rith, 1754. 





To Mr. Firz-Avam, 


yey LL the fafhionable, part of mankind 
‘treo fet out with the ambition of being 
neva thought men of TASTE. 


Tuis is the prefent univerfal paffi- 

KS/Z\ on: but the misfortune is, that like 

( IS\AKg2 f{portfmen, who lofe their hare, and 

SHZ awk {tart coneys, which lead them over 

- warrens, where their horfes break their legs, and fling 

their riders 5 fo in the affair of Taste, we frequently 

fee men. following fome falfe fcent with the fame ar- 

dour that they would have purfued the proper object of 
a chace, and with much greater inconveniences. 





Or 
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OF all the various fubjects that haye yet exerciled the: 
geniufies of modern writers, that of TasTE-has appeared 
td) be the moft difficult to treat; becaufe almoft.all of them 
have Jott themfelyes in endeavouring to trace it’s fource, 
They have generally indeed referred us for it’s origin 
to the polite and imitative arts; whereas.thofe are ra- 
ther it’s offspring, than.it’s parents. Perhaps their mif- 
takes inthe treating this delicate fubject may have arifen 
from the great refemblance which raLsE TASTE bears 
to TRUE, which hafty and inaccurate obfervers will find 
as difficult to diftinguifh, as to difcern Pinchbeck’s metal 
from genuine gold at the firft tranfient glance. To the 
end therefore that the ideas of our fine gentlemen 
may.,.be fomewhat more precifely adjufted upon this 
important article, I fhall venture to affert, that the firft 
thing neceffary for thofe who with to acquire a TRUE 
TASTE. is, to. prepare their minds by an.early. purfuit 
and love of moral order, propricty, and all the rational 
beauties of a juft and-well-regulated conduct. 


T-rur TaAstr, like good:breeding in-~behavi- 
our, feems to be the eafieft thing. in nature to at- 
tain ; but yet, where it does not grow fpontaneoufly, it 
is a plant-of all others the moft difficult to cultivate. It 
muft be fown upon a bed. of virgin-fenfe, and kept per- 
fectly clean of every weed that may prevent or retard it’s 
growth. It was long erroneoufly thought te be an ex- 
otic ; but experience has convinced us ‘that it will bear 
the cold of our moft: northern provinces. I could pro- 
duce inftances to confirm this affertion, from_alinoft eve- 
ry county of Great Britain and Ireland. 


THE folly i is, that every man thinks himfelf capable 
of arriving at perfection. in this, diyine accomplifhment : 
but nature has not difpenfed her gifts with fuch profu- 
fion. ‘Phere is but one fun to itluminate our earth, 
while the ftars that twinkle with inferior luftre are in- 
numerable. Thus thofe great geniuffes, that. are per- 
fect models.of TRUE. TASTE, are extremely rare, while 
thoufands, daily expofe themfelyes to ruin and ridicule by 
vain and awkward imitations. 


_ PerRuaps to afrive at TASTE, in one fingle branch of 

polite refinement, might not be altogether fo fruitlefs an 

ambition: but the abfurdity isto aim at univerfal rasTe. 
Now 
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Now, this will beft appear by obferving what, numbers 
mifcarry even in the moft confined, purfuit.of. this, diffi- 


cult accomplithment. One feeks this coy miftrefs in books 


and ftudy ; others purfue her through France, through 
Italy, nay through Spain ; and.after all their labours,- we 
have frequently feen them ridiculoufly embracing pedant- 
ry and foppery with the raptures due alone.to TASTE. 
Thus it happens with, many. deluded, travellers in the 
fields of gallantry, who. enjoy fancied familiarities with 
women of the firft rank, whofe names and titles ftrum- 
pets have affumed, to deceive the vain, the ignorant, and. 
the unwary. ; diy 
Ir is thought the Bona Dea of the Romans, was 


nothing more than the goddefs of rasre. Ladies alone 
were admitted into her myfteries. The natural indeli- 


cacy indeed of the ftronger fex feems’to countenance 


this opinion ; women in general having finer and’ more 
exquifite fenfations than men ; and it is a thorough ac- 
guaintance, with the virtues and charms of that moft 
amiable part, of our fpecies which conftitutes the moft 
effential quality, of a man of rastE. Who indeed eyer 
knew, a mere foldier, a,mere politician, a mere {cholar 
tobe aman of TASTE? pals: 8 


WERE we to ere¢t.a temple to TASTE, every SCIENCE 
fhould furnifh a pillar, every virtue fhould there have 
an altar, and the three Graces fhould hold the high- 
priefthood in commiffion. | ye | 


We daily fee pretenders to this quality endeavouring 
to difplay it in,a parade of drefs and equipage ; but thefe, 
alas! can only, produce a beau. We feé others fet ‘up 


~ . 


for it amongft cards and dice ; but thefe can create no- 
thing better than a gamefter, Others in brothels, which 
only form a debauchee. Some have run for it at New- 
market ; fome have drank for it at the King’s-arms ; the 
former, to,their great furprife, ‘have acquired only. the 
title of good jockeys, the latter of jolly Bucks. There are 
many who aim at it in literary compofitions, and gain 
at moft the charaGer of intruding authors, ~ 
However, this general purfuit of raste has it’s ufes: 
thofe numbers who go in queft of it, where it. is never 


to be found, ferve at leaft as fo many marks that. teach 
us to avoid fteering the fame unfuccefsful courfe, 


THE 
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Tue plain truth of the matter is, a houfe filled with 
fine pictures, the fideboard loaded with maffy plate, the 
{plendid equipage, with all the hey-dukes, pages, and 
fervants that attend it, do not entitle the poffeffor to be 
called a man of TasTE: they only bring with them ei- 
ther anxiety or contempt to thofe whofe rank and for- 
tunes are not equal to fuch oftentation. I will be bold 
to fay therefore, notwithftanding fome of your readers 
will doubtlefs look upon me as an unpolifhed vandal, that 
the beft inftance any man can give of his TASTE, is to 
fhew that he has too much delicacy to relifh any thing fo 
low and little, as the purchafe of fuperfluities at another’s 
coft, or with his own ruin. At leaft, the placid fatis- 
faction of that man’s heart, who prudently meafures his 
expences, and confines his defires within the circle of his 
annual revenue, begets that well-ordered difpofition of 
mind, without which it is impoffible to merit the charac- 
ter of a man of juft refined TASTE. 


CERTAIN itis, that He beft difcovers the juftnefs of 
his TasTE, who heft knows how to purfue and fecure the 
moft folid and lafting happinefs. Now where fhall we 
look for this with fo much probability of finding it, as in 
temperance and tranquillity of mind, in focial and do- 
meftic enjoyments? Are not thefe the firft and moft 
eflential objects of Taste? Certainly they are: and 
when a man has once acquired thefe, he may, if fortune 
and nature have properly qualified him, launch out into 
a more extenfive compafs, and difplay his genius in a 
larger circle, 


. Bur it will be difficult, I fear, to prefuade thofe young 
men of the prefent generation, who are ambitious of efta- 
blifhing a character for TasTE, to advance towards it by 
fo flow and regular a progreflion. They feem in general 
to be poffeffed with a kind of epic madnefs, and are for 
hurrying at once into the midft of things. But perhaps 
you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, may be able by reafon or by ridicule 
to call back their attention to the previous fteps; to per- 
fuade them to learn to walk, before they attempt to run; 
to convince them, that profufion in architecture, in 
gardening, in equipage, in drefs &c. can ferve no other 
purpofe but to difturb their imaginations, and to give. 
them a general diftafte of themfelves, and of every thing 


around them. 


Ir 
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Ir is by no means, however, furprifing that this 
character of rasTe fhould be fo univerfally fought after ; 
as true TASTE is doubtlefs the higheft point of perfection, 
at which human nature, in this her ftate of frailty; can 
poflibly arrive. A man endowed with this quality, pof- 
feffes all his fenfes in the manner beft adapted to receive 
the impreffion of every true pleafure, which providence has 
{cattered with a liberal hand for the delight of it’s creature. 
There is nothing intrinfically beautiful which doés not 
furnifh him with perpetual delight ; as every thing ill- 
fathioned and deformed: affects him with difguft and 
abhorrence. ‘That is, in a word, the avenues of his 
mind are open only to thofe enjoyments that bring with 
them the pafports of truth and reafon. 


PHILALETHES is a man of TASTE, according to the 
notion I have here given of that quality. His conduct 
is influenced by fentiment as well as by principle ; and 
if he were ever fo fecure of fecrecy and impunity, he 
would no more be capable of committing a low or a bate 
action, than of admitting a vile performance into his 
noble collection of paintings and fculpture. His jutt 
tafte of the fine arts, and his exquifite delicacy in moral 
conduét, are but one and the fame fenfe, exerting itfelf 
upon different objects ; a love of beauty, order and pro- 
priety, extended to all their various intelleClual and vifible 
exhibitions. Accordingly, PHiLateTues is confiftent 
in every part of his character. You fee the fame elegant 
and noble fimplicity, the fame correét and judicious way 
of thinking, expreffed in his drefs, his equipage, his fur- 
niture, his gardens and his actions. 


How different is Micro from Puiratetues! Yet 
Micio would be thought a man of rasTe. But the mis- 
fortune is, he has not a heart for it. I fay a heart, how- 
ever odd the expreflion may found : for as a celebrated 
ancient has defined an orator to be vir bonus dicendt pe- 
ritus, fo I muft infift upon it, that a good heart is an 
effential ingredient to form a good Trastr. When fee 
Micio, therefore, diffipating his health and ftrength in 
lewd embraces and midnight revels ; when I fee him 
throwing away over-night at the gaming table, what he 
mutt refufe the next morning to the juft clamours of his 
injured tradefmen ; Iam not the leaft furprifed at his 
trimmed trees, his unnatural terraffes, his French ¢rei/age, 
his Dutch parterres, his Chinefe bells, and his tawdry 


equipage. 
In 
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In fine, though every man cannot arrive at the per- 
fection ‘of ‘this quality, yet“it may be. neceflary that he 
fhould be fufficiently inftructed, not to be deceived in his 
judgment concerning the claim of it in others. To this 
end: the few following queries ‘may be applied with 
fingular advantage. Is the pretender to TAsTE proud ? 
Is he a coxcomb? Is he a fpendthrift ? Is he a gamefter ? 
Isihe a flanderer? Is:he a drunkard? Is hea bad neigh- 
bour? a fham patriot ? or a falfe friend? By this fhort 
catechifm every youth, even of the moft flender capacity, 
inay be capable of determining who is NOT a man 
of TASTE. 


Iam &e. 
> 3 
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